Cyclic polyethers, commonly known as crown ethers, were first synthesized by Pederson in 1967 [1,2]. Crown ethers were the first synthetic molecules which could, by virtue of their ability to assume a conformation resulting in an electronrich cavity, function as macrocyclic hosts, [3] Prior to 1967 host/guest chemistry was restricted to biologically active hosts, with cyclodextrins being the most common. The oxygen atoms have been replaced by sulfur, [4] nitrogen, [5] and the ethyleneoxy units have been interchanged with heterocycle such as pyridine, furan, thiophene.
